Section 125:00
Section 125 - Biwabik Volunteer Fire Department

Section 125:01 Object. Subdivision 1. Purpose. Subject to the authority of the
city council, the purpose of the volunteer fire department shall be to extinguish
fires and protect lives and property within and throughout the corporate limits
of the city. They shall have control over all fire fighting apparatus and
emergency equipment owned by the city while engaged in the performance of

their duties.
Subd. 2. Fire Apparatus. Only the officers and members of the volunteer fire

department or persons specially authorized by the council shall use or control
any of the fire fighting apparatus. No officer or members of said department,
nor any person in the employ of the council shall loan or allow any of said
apparatus to go out of his possession, except by order of the council.

Section 125:02 Members. Any citizen eighteen (18) years of age and in good
health who is a resident of the City of Biwabik may volunteer to become a
member of the fire department by presenting his name in writing to the Chief of
the department. He shall agree to follow the constitution and by-laws of the
department. Any citizen in good health and a resident of the City of Biwabik
who has not attained the age of eighteen (18) years may apply for membership
by filing with the Clerk-Treasurer a verified statement signed by his parents
with their full consent to his joining the department and releasing the city from
all claims for damages against the city for any injuries sustained in the
execution of his duties as a fireman.

The members of the volunteer fire department may elect or reject an
applicant in accordance with the constitution and by-laws of said department.

Section 125:03 Number of Firemen. The Biwabik Volunteer Fire Department
shall consist of a Chief, Assistant Chief, and other officers as determined by
the Department, with a total manpower of 25 persons, including officers.
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Section 125:06 Restrictions. The city council may disband said department,
prohibit its public meetings, require all fire apparatus to be given up to the city
at any time, or discharge any of its officers or members.
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Section 125:04 Compensation. The members of the volunteer fire department
shall receive such compensation as the city council may prescribe from time to
time.

Section 125:05 Officers. Subdivision 1. Appointment and Term. All officers
shall be elected by the members of the department at the first regular meeting
after the first Tuesday in April of each year, or as soon as practicable, and shall
be confirmed by the city council. They shall hold their offices until the first
Tuesday in April of the following year or until their successors are appointed,
unless sooner removed by the city council.

Subd. 2. Chief: Duties and Powers. Suject to the authority of the city council
the Chief shali have full power and control over the volunteer fire department
at all times and places at all fires; and he shall take such steps and order such
actions as he deems advisable or necessary for the extinguishment of a fire. By
order of any two members of the city council present at any fire he may order
any building pulled down, razed or removed to prevent the spread of the fire
unless a majority of the council members present at the fire order otherwise.

He shall cause all fire apparatus and emergency equipment to be kept clean
and in good order. Every month, or oftener if required, he shall examine all of
the apparatus of the city and shall have any apparatus found out of order
repaired and reported to the council.

Subd. 3. Assistant Chief: Duties and Powers. He shall promptly report at all
fires to the Chief and be under his control and direction. In the absence of the
Chief, he shall take command of the department and at that time he shall
possess all of the powers and authority of the Chief.

Subd. 4. Firemen: Duties. Upon the sounding of the fire alarm it is the duty of
all firemen to proceed with the fire apparatus to the site of the fire and remain
on duty until discharged by the Chief or person in command. He shall check any

apparatus when ordered to do so by the Chief.
Subd. 5. Election of Officers. The fire department may choose from the

membership their own, Chief, Assistant Chief, Secretary and Treasurer and
other officers that they deem necessary in accordance with the constitution and
by-laws of the department, subject to the approval of their members and the
city council.

Subd. 6. Enforcing Uniform Fire Code. Enforcement of the Uniform Fire
Code (adopted in Section 410:02 Uniform Fire Code) shall be the responsibility
of the Fire Chief or his designee, Police Chief or any council member.
Violations will be reported to the Council and written notice will be delivered to
the offender to correct the violation within a reasonable time limit. Verbal
instructions may be given in cases of emergency to immediately correct a
situation dangerous to life and limb.
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