
 
BIWABIK CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026 

 
The Biwabik City Council met for their Regular meeting on Monday, April 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
in the Council Chambers. 
 
Roll call Mayor Biondich, Councilors Berg, Lehman, Niemi, Wallert 
Present:   
 
Absent:        
 
Others Present: City Administrator Schultz, Attorney Minton (via zoom),  Deputy 

Clerk S. Mackey 
 
Audience: John Plesha, Ken Stachovich, Mary Riley, Dan Mackey, Christopher 

Enquist, Laurel March, Dave Setniker, Iron Tek, Donald Conrad, 
Ellie Lemke  

 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Wallert to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   
 
Moved by Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   
4A 1) City Council Minutes –Agenda Meeting – 3/9/2026 regular meeting – 3/9/2026 2) Economic 
Development Authority Minutes – 3/9/2026  3) Biwabik Public Utilities Commission Minutes –  Regular 
meeting – 3/12/2026 Workshop 3/19/2026 4) Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes –Regular 
meeting – No meeting  
4B 1) City of Biwabik & Utility Combined Financial Statements – February 2026 2) Bills and Payroll 
Approval – 3/6/2026, 3/20/2026 
4C 1) FD/EMS Report  2) Police Department Report   3) Public works department report 4) Monthly 
Building Inspection Report  5) People Services Report 6) Campground Host Report  7) Community 
Youth Activities 8) Planning & Zoning Commission Report 9) Public Utility Commission Report 10) 
Projects Report 11) City Administrator Report 
4D Approval Of Permits and Applications –  1) BACA Temporary Liquor License (BACA – Biwabik 
Pavilion 100 5th Ave N) 2) BACA Gambling permit (100 5th Ave N Biwabik, MN 55708/126 Main Street 
Biwabik, MN 55708) 3) BACA Special Event Permit – 4th of July  
4E 1) Biwabik Area Civic Association  2) East Range Joint Powers Board Minutes  3) East Range 
Summit 2026 4) Budget Impacts of Iron Mining Trends: How Communities Can Plan Ahead    
 
Iron Tek gave a presentation to the Council on their process and what they do. Hoping to have a good 
working relationship with Biwabik. Thanked the council for having them.  
 
Councilor Wallert stated there was no Planning and Zoning meeting last week. Wrapping up Age Friendly 
stuff. Meeting on April 22. Will be working on the flower beds sometime in May, will need mulch and 
dirt for these flower beds.  
 
Councilor Lehman asked when the cameras are being put up. Hopefully will be put up tomorrow or by the 
end of the week. Plaid splash was great!  
 
Councilor Berg asked again about the barricades we purchased last year from Seppis for the compost bin, 
where are we at with this? Plans are put together, but still hasn’t been great weather. Stated he was fully 
ok with demonstrations in town, what was left behind had vulgarities on the sidewalk, not appreciated.   
 



Mayor Biondich stated that Plaid Splash was great. The BACA paid to have the pavilion floors waxed 
and refinished. Have a cleaning plan in place to keep them looking good. City email list is live, will post a 
link on Facebook also. Is going down to RAMS lobby day tomorrow, the Ranger Party is on the 27th. 
League Conference is at the end of June, encourages anyone to attend. Was made aware that there was 
obscenities on sidewalk after rally.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to review and approve the refuse (garbage) 
rates. July 1st will be when these take affect. Council would like letters to be sent out to businesses 
beforehand to make sure they are notified. Wouldn’t hurt to notify residential properties also.  Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 -absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the window washing contract, 
not to exceed $2500.00. Council discussed a little more. Councilor Wallert and Councilor Niemi 
withdrew their motions. General consensus of the Council is to get at least one other quote and bring it 
back to the May meeting.  
 
Business license discussion took place. Councilor Wallert stated that all the areas around us have them 
and would like to see the planning commission move forward with these business licenses. Thinks this 
would help with enforcing some things. Councilor Niemi doesn’t necessarily agree with this, Mayor 
Biondich doesn’t either. Could be up for discussing conditional use permits, but doesn’t think a business 
license necessarily solves any problems. Councilor Lehman asked who is going to enforce this? Council 
was asked if they can just state yes or no to this inquiry. Councilors Berg, Lehman said no, Councilor 
Niemi thinks it’s something to look at, maybe not right now.  
Dave Setnicker spoke on behalf of the planning commission and asked the Council, if not now, when? 
Asked the council to stop kicking it down the road. Councilor Lehman stated he wouldn’t mind them 
coming up with a fee structure and see where everything is at, look at other communities and see what 
they are doing. General consensus from the council is for planning to come back with more information 
on the business licenses and more comprehension on what they want to see from it. Do not want a lot of 
time put into it right now.  
 
Council discussed blight. Law enforcement is willing to do the blight, lots of communication on this. 
Councilor Wallert thinks we should start with vehicles, before ticketing send out some letters. Look at 
possibly sending out a letter with the utility bills to everyone about blight. Councilor Berg just wants 
whatever we do to be consistent. General consensus is to go forward with the letter and bring this back to 
the May meeting.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the surplus equipment list that 
was brought forward to the Council. Few items could bring money, some of it just needs to be scrapped. 
Councilor Wallert withdrew her motion, Councilor Niemi withdrew her second. Administrator Schultz 
will go through this list with public works and separate out what actually needs to be declared as surplus 
property.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the Barr Engineering contract for 
the west annex project. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the bid package for City Hall 
and the Pavilion HVAC system. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. 
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the 2026 city wide cleanup. 
Looking at the week after memorial day. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. 
Moved by Councilor Lehman, supported by Councilor Wallert to approve the pursual of the Blandin 
Foundation grant. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. 
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the change order for 8th Avenue 
intersection patch, look at the contingency of knowing if funding is available or if its something we need 
to look at the budget for. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. 



 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve Resolution 2026-08 for 
$3,800.00. Roll call vote on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 
0 – absent vote.  
 
OPEN FORUM –  
 
Mary Riley spoke about the rally, did a walk through and the clean up of the park, there was no writing on 
the sidewalks after the rally. Offended that there was assumptions made.  
 
Dave Setnicker addressed the problem at the Mesabi trail by Highway 4, there is a plan in place, we are 
responsible for the maintenance on the trail.  
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 PM. Motion 
carried on 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
 
 
 
             
      Mayor, Steve Biondich  
Attest:  
      
City Administrator, Michael Schultz  
 
  
 


