
 
 

BIWABIK CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026 
 

The Biwabik City Council met for their Regular meeting on Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
in the Council Chambers. 
 
Roll call Mayor Biondich, Councilors Berg, Lehman, Niemi, Wallert 
Present:   
 
Absent:        
 
Others Present: City Administrator Schultz, Attorney Minton (via zoom),  Deputy 

Clerk S. Mackey 
 
Audience: John Plesha, Ken Stachovich, Mary & Larry Riley, Dan Mackey  
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   
 
Moved by Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   
4A 1) City Council Minutes –Agenda Meeting – 2/9/2026 regular meeting – 2/9/2026 2) Biwabik Public 
Utilities Commission Minutes –  Regular meeting – 2/12/2026 3) Planning and Zoning Commission 
Minutes –Regular meeting – 2/4/2026 
4B 1) City of Biwabik & Utility Combined Financial Statements – January 2026 2) Bills and Payroll 
Approval – 2/9/2026, 2/20/2026 
4C 1) FD/EMS Report –  February 2026 2) Police Department Report – January & February 2026 3) 
Public works department report – February 2026 4) Monthly Building Inspection Report – NA 5) People 
Services Report – NA 6) Campground Host Report – NA 7) Community Youth Activities – 2025 
Highlights 
4D Approval Of Permits and Applications –  
4E 1) Biwabik Area Civic Association – 1/19/2026 2) East Range Joint Powers Board Minutes –  3) St. 
Louis County Fair Association Letter 4) Northspan Report – January and February Reports   
 
Councilor Berg brought up being short staffed and thanked the girls for taking care of business. Thanked 
Ty for delivering council packets at 1:30 on Thursday afternoon. Congratulated Mayor Biondich on the 
State of the City, it was great.  
 
Councilor Lehman gave a shout out to Mayor Biondich, State of the City was great, good turn out. 
Brought up the old PUC building, do not want that to get swept under the rug.  
 
Councilor Niemi also thanked Mayor Biondich, State of the City was great.   
 
Councilor Wallert State of the City was great, lots of positive feedback. Water meter project seems to be 
going well, some things have been a hiccup, but it has went ok. Asked who supervises the skate shack 
attendants and when they will be done? Michael technically supervises but they have reached out to 
Adam if anything is needed so they have someone around if needed. Wondering if for next year they 
could maybe get a head count of people coming down there.  
Thanked Administrator Schultz for working and submitting the age friendly grants. Jan Urick, Joan 
Evans, Wendy Brandt, Mary Riley and Council Wallert are the ones who are part of the age friendly 
group.  
 



 
Mayor Biondich thanked everyone for the State of the City, if still around in January of next year, will 
hopefully do another one. Legislative dinner last week, it went great. City Day on the Hill is Wednesday, 
annual League conference will be June 24-26 in Rochester, if interested let Administrator Schultz know. 
EDA meeting, went well and got it going. Will continue to work on it going forward. Don’t forget Plaid 
Splash is April 4, 2026.  
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the letter of support for St. Louis 
County Sheriffs Office grant request.  Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 -absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Niemi, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the letter of resignation from the 
fire department for Tyler Koch. He will moving out of the area. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 -nays, 0 – 
absent vote.   
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve setting the local board of appeal 
and equalization meeting for April 14 from 5:00-6:00 pm. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 -
absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to give approval to advertise for public 
works summer works. Looks like 32 hours/week, would like to see a weekly plan for their hours. Look at 
orientation for the kids. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Talked about the Northshore Development Cohort, group of up to 10 people. Can put it on staff to find 
the stakeholders for this. Will have City staff do this, if anyone is interested reach out to Administrator 
Schultz.  
Moved by Mayor Biondich, supported by Councilor Berg to direct City Staff to come up with up to a 10 
person cohort for the Northshore Development. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
OPEN FORUM –  
 
Mary Riley spoke about the summer staff. Do not want what happened last year to happen again this 
summer, need guidance for the kids. They are a valuable asset to the community but without proper 
leadership will not be successful. Believes in a strong work ethic.  
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to adjourn the meeting at 6:21 PM. Motion 
carried on 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
 
 
 
             
      Mayor, Steve Biondich  
Attest:  
      
City Administrator, Michael Schultz  
 
  
 


