
 
 

BIWABIK CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2026 
 

The Biwabik City Council met for their Regular meeting on Monday, February 9, 2026 at 6:00 
PM in the Council Chambers. 
 
Roll call Mayor Biondich, Councilors Berg, Lehman, Niemi, Wallert 
Present:   
 
Absent:        
 
Others Present: City Administrator Schultz, Attorney Minton (via zoom),  Deputy 

Clerk S. Mackey 
 
Audience: John Plesha, Gale Maroney, Tyler Nesset, Christopher Enquist, Dan 

Mackey, Ty Techar 
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   
 
Moved by Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion 
carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.   
4A 1) City Council Minutes – Reorganizational Meeting 1/12/2026 Agenda Meeting – 1/12/2026 regular 
meeting – 1/12/2026 2) Biwabik Public Utilities Commission Minutes –  Reorganizational meeting 
1/8/2026 Regular meeting – 1/8/2026 3) Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes – Reorganizational 
meeting – 1/8/2026 Regular meeting – 1/8/2026 
4B 1) City of Biwabik & Utility Combined Financial Statements – December 2026 2) Bills and Payroll 
Approval – 1/9/2026, 1/23/2026 
4C 1) FD/EMS Report –  January 2026 2) Police Department Report – NA 3) Public works department 
report – January 2026 4) Monthly Building Inspection Report – NA 5) People Services Report – NA 6) 
Campground Host Report – NA 7) Community Youth Activities – 2025 Highlights 
4D Approval Of Permits and Applications – 1) Liquor License approvals   
4E 1) Biwabik Area Civic Association – 12/15/2025 2) East Range Joint Powers Board Minutes – 
12/16/2025 3) St. Louis County Fair Association Letter 4) Northspan Report –  NA  5) Planning and 
zoning commission updates – Liaison and Administrator Verbal updates 
 
Councilor Berg already had the quint discussion at the agenda meeting.     
 
Councilor Lehman brought up the skate shack attendants, very helpful and nice. City workers are doing 
great.    
 
Councilor Niemi appreciates the public works department, doing a great job.  
 
Councilor Wallert happy to see the youth activities report in the packet, would really like to see this 
quarterly. 1st St N – some of it being plowed, is helpful, thanked public works for this. Open positions for 
the planning and zoning commission and charter commission also has some openings.   
 
Mayor Biondich new computers in City Hall, getting up to date and it is great. Staff did some cleaning 
while computers were being updated, looks great. Police department has been doing some cleaning too, 
thanked them also. Made it to the pool and sauna haus, great facility. Will be hosting a State of the City – 
6:00 PM on February 17th at the Chalet. Social hour will be 5:00-6:00 pm. Plaid splash will be at Giants 
Ridge on April 4 – looking to set a Guinness world record.  



 
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve Resolution 2026-3 for the IRRR 
Grant Writing Assistance Program. Roll call on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent votes. Motion carried on a 
5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve Resolution 2026-4 for LMC 
Grant Navigator Support. Roll call on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 
0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve Resolution 2026-5 supporting 
CSAH (Main Street) Railroad crossing grade separation project in Aurora. Roll call on a 5 – ayes, 0 – 
nays, 0 – absent votes. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. 
 
Moved by Councilor Niemi, supported by Councilor Wallert to accept resignation from the fire 
department and thank Madi for her time. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the new rates for the ambulance 
department. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve Resolution 2026-6 supporting an 
application to the AARP Community Challenge Grant Program. Roll call on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – 
absent votes. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote. 
 
Moved by Councilor Niemi, supported by Councilor Wallert to approve the economic development 
authority initial organizational actions – setting the first meeting for March 9th at 5:00 PM. Motion carried 
on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Lehman, supported by Councilor Berg to approve the SEH agreement for City Hall 
and Pavilion HVAC. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the updated stipend rates for fire 
and ambulance personnel. Motion carried on a 5 – ayes, 0 -nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Moved by Councilor Lehman, supported by Councilor Wallert to approve the authorization to pursue the 
Department of the Interior Office of the Wildland Fire slip on tanker unit grant. Motion carried on a 5 – 
ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
Funspiel memo, LMC City Day of the Hill  – external communication  
 
OPEN FORUM –  
 
Gale Maroney – asked about the ordinance for dogs, would like more meat to this. Ty did advise to call 
911 if there is an issue. If dog becomes a nuisance, can contact the owner directly. Ty did encourage to 
call 911, usually results in a citation. Mr Maroney thinks this is a big problem and we should revisit the 
ordinance.  
 
Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to adjourn the meeting at 6:21 PM. Motion 
carried on 5 – ayes, 0 – nays, 0 – absent vote.  
 
 
 
 
             
      Mayor, Steve Biondich  
Attest:  



 
      
City Administrator, Michael Schultz  
 
  
 


