BIWABIK CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026

The Biwabik City Council met for their Regular meeting on Monday, January 12, 2026 at 6:00
PM in the Council Chambers.

Roll call Mayor Biondich, Councilors Berg, Lehman, Niemi, Wallert
Present:

Absent:

Others Present: City Administrator Schultz, Attorney Minton, Deputy Clerk S.
Mackey

Audience: John Plesha, Kasey Jarvi Biondich, Christopher Enquist, Mary and
Larry Riley, Jamie Gardner, Ty Techar, Tyler Nesset, Dave
Setnicker, Dan Mackey, Joan Evans

Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi to approve the agenda as presented. Motion
carried on a 5 — ayes, 0 — nays, 0 — absent vote.

Moved by Lehman, supported by Councilor Berg to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion
carried on a 5 — ayes, 0 — nays, 0 — absent vote.

4A 1) City Council Minutes — Agenda Meeting — 12/8/2025 regular meeting — 12/8/2025 2) Biwabik
Public Utilities Commission Minutes — Regular meeting — 12/11/2025 Workshop meeting 12/1/2025 3)
Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes — Regular meeting — 12/4/2025

4B 1) City of Biwabik & Utility Combined Financial Statements — November 2025 2) Bills and Payroll
Approval — 12/12/2025, 12/26/2025

4C 1) FD/EMS Report — December 2025 2) Police Department Report — December 2025 3) Public works
department report — October 2025 4) Monthly Building Inspection Report — November 2025 5) People
Services Report — NA 6) Campground Host Report — NA

4D Approval Of Permits and Applications — 1) KC Pro East — Gambling permit

4E 1) Biwabik Area Civic Association — 11/17/2025 2) East Range Joint Powers Board Minutes — NA 3)
Northspan Report — November 2025 4) Auditors Engagement letter — 2026 audit 5) Medical Director
Contract — supplementing Decembers approval 6) Pavilion Cleaning — staff change 7) Planning and
zoning commission updates

Councilor Berg thanked the personnel committee and stated the nailed it with the hiring of Adam. So
great and helpful. Public works has done a great job with the snow, sleet, rain and have taken care of it.
Santa Night — tremendous work, great job. Would like the Council packets to go back to being delivered
on Thursdays and having the deadline back at noon on Mondays to get the information to City Hall.
Stated he didn’t like that City Hall was closed on December 26, arbitrarily. Would also like City Hall
hours go back to 8:00-4:30. Skating rink, is it good? Did we hire people? Yes, will pin this down
tomorrow at the staff meeting on when they will start.

Councilor Lehman stated that public works is doing great, Santa Night was good, very cold!

Councilor Niemi appreciates the fire department for Santa Night. Asked about the hours at City Hall,
Mayor Biondich stated that the personnel committee will look at it and bring it up at the next meeting.

Councilor Wallert brought up the planning commission got some very exciting news from Zenith
Properties at their meeting last week, they are hopefully they will be able to put up a 10 unit, market rate,



rental unit on the school site. Asked if others can watch the planning meetings if they wish, yes, would
need to advertise it as such but yes they could watch via Zoom. The SD2 committee has disbanded,
everything they had to do is done or being worked on to get done. Make sure that any commercial
business that pulls a building permit is aware that exterior work has to go in front of the architecture
review board. Stated that public works had done a great job keeping up with the streets. Happy with the
park décor. The Age Friendly information is still collecting data.

Mayor Biondich after having surgery on his foot has noted that the City Hall building really is not ADA
friendly, looking forward to the age friendly stuff moving forward and hopefully helping with grants. The
lights will stay on in the park until February 1. Survey is out there on the Facebook page, not a City
survey, looking for more personal information. Complimented City Staff, 2025 wad an incredibly
challenging year, 2026 will be better. Pete Kero emailed, will be looking at the West Annex information
again starting in February. The Mayor is putting together a State of the City and will have it on February
17™ at Giants Ridge — more information to come.

Moved by Councilor Niemi, supported by Councilor Wallert to approve the Main Street Caretaker
Proposal with the 2 additions from Attorney Mintons memo. $2500/month and including the actual map
of what needs to be taken care of, and contract going from May 15 — October 15. Attorney Minton will
amend the contract based off of this and the City Administrator and Mayor can sign it. Motion carried on
a 5 —ayes, 0 —nays, 0 -absent vote.

Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Berg to hold the second reading of ordinance 12.71
approving the land sale to Fairway Custom Homes. Moved by councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor
Berg to dispense with the second reading. Motion carried on a 5 — ayes, 0 -nays, 0 — absent vote.

Rates/Fees Schedule in the council packet for initial review, wanted Council to look at this and see if
there is anything they can think of that would need to be included also.

Moved by Councilor Lehman, supported by Councilor Berg to approve the solid waste management
contract with East Mesabi Sanitation and Solid Waste Management Rate setting. Motion carried ona 5 —
ayes, 0 — nays, 0 -absent vote.

Moved by Councilor Lehman, supported by Mayor Biondich to approve Resolution 2026-1 transferring
solid waste management St. Louis County Fee to St Louis County. Roll call on a 5 — ayes, 0 —nays, 0 —
absent vote. Motion carried on a 5 —ayes, 0 — nays, 0 — absent vote.

Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Lehman to approve Resolution 2026-2 appointing
planning and zoning commission members. Moved by Councilor Wallert, supported by Councilor Niemi
to declare a vacancy on planning and zoning with the removal of Peter Senarighi from the commission.

Roll call on a 5 — ayes, 0 — nays, 0 — absent vote. Motion carried on a 5 — ayes, 0 — nays, 0 — absent vote.

East Range Volunteer Fair Flyer — external communication
OPEN FORUM —
John Plesha asked where we were at with the building down by Depot, still working on it.

Dave Setnicker talked about the historical side of Biwabik, should be honoring that, will bring something
back to the Council next month on what he would like to do on the main floor of City Hall.

Aaron Schweiger of Zenith Property Management spoke briefly to the Council, talked to the planning
commission last week. Working with the IRRRB right now and would like to continue working with the
City on the grant funding for the project on the school site. Would like to speak more on this opportunity
at future council meetings. Also gave simple assurance that the property they build will compliment the
designs and aesthetics of Biwabik.



Moved by Councilor Berg, supported by Councilor Lehman to adjourn the meeting at 6:42 PM. Motion
carried on 5 — ayes, 0 — nays, 0 — absent vote.

Mayor, Steve Biondich
Attest:

City Administrator, Michael Schultz



