
 
 

East Range Housing Preferences Survey  
 
Introduction and Purpose  
 
The East Range Joint Powers Board has been championing community and economic development since 
1984. Securing new housing development has become a challenge and a priority for the East Range as 
attracting new talent has become increasingly competitive, and there is often not the kind of housing 
current and future residents are looking for. To better understand our current and future housing needs, 
the Joint Powers Board is conducting this housing preferences survey for residents of Aurora, Hoyt Lakes, 
Biwabik, and White Township. 
 
North Shore Development Co. (NSDC) is assisting the Joint Powers Board and participating communities 
in collecting information about how residents currently live, whether they anticipate changing housing in 
the future, and what types of housing would best meet their needs.  
 
Survey responses are anonymous unless you voluntarily provide contact information at the end of the 
survey. The survey should take approximately 5–7 minutes to complete. Thank you for sharing your 
perspective. Your feedback will help our communities better understand what housing is needed and 
support future opportunities. 
 
Section A: About You (All Respondents) 

1. Which community do you currently live in? 
☐ Aurora 
☐ Hoyt Lakes 
☐ Biwabik  
☐ White Township 
☐ Other (please describe below) 
 

 
2. Which community do you currently work in? 

☐ Aurora 
☐ Hoyt Lakes 
☐ Biwabik  
☐ White Township 
☐ I work remotely 
☐ I am retired / not applicable 
☐ Other (please describe below) 
 



 
 

3. Which best describes your current housing? 
☐ Own 
☐ Rent 
☐ Live with family/friends 
☐ Other (please describe below) 
 
 

4. How many people live in your household (including yourself)? 
☐ 1 
☐ 2 
☐ 3 
☐ 4 
☐ 5+ 

 
5. In which age range are you? 

☐ Under 25 
☐ 25-34 
☐ 35-44 
☐ 45-54 
☐ 55-64 
☐ 65-74 
☐ 75+ 
 

6. What is your approximate current monthly housing payment (mortgage or rent)? 
☐ Under $750 
☐ $750 - 999 
☐ $1,000 - 1,249 
☐ $1,250 - 1,499 
☐ $1,500 - 1,749 
☐ $1,750 - 1,999 
☐ $2,000 - 2,499 
☐ $2,500+ 
☐ Not applicable (e.g., $0) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Section B: Future Housing Plans (All Respondents) 

7. Are you likely to consider changing your housing within the next 1-3 years, assuming your 
preferred housing was available? 
☐ Yes 
☐ Maybe 
☐ No 

If you responded “No”, please skip to Section D Final Thoughts. If you responded “Yes” or “Maybe”, please 
continue to Section C Future Housing Preferences.  
 
Section C: Future Housing Preferences (for those that responded Yes or Maybe in Question 7) 

8. Would you consider relocating to another East Range community if the right housing options 
were available? 
☐ Yes 
☐ Maybe 
☐ No 
 

9. Which East Range communities would you consider relocating to (check all that apply)? 
☐ Aurora 
☐ Hoyt Lakes 
☐ Biwabik 
☐ White Township 
☐ Prefer to remain in my current community 
 

10. When would you most likely move if the right housing option were available? 
☐ Within 1 year 
☐ 1-3 years 
☐ 3-5 years 
☐ More than 5 years 
☐ Not sure, I am just exploring the idea 
 

11. Why would you consider different housing (check all that apply)? 
☐ Downsizing 
☐ Need more space 
☐ Lower Maintenance 
☐ Desire one-level living 
☐ Better accessibility (e.g. no-step entry, wider doorways, walk-in shower, grab bars, elevator) 
☐ Lower housing costs 
☐ More outdoor space 



 
 

☐ Closer to work 
☐ Retirement 
☐ Would like to own vs. rent 
☐ Want newer housing 
☐ Other (please describe below) 
 

12. Would you prefer to… 
☐ Rent 
☐ Own 
☐ Either 

 
13. What housing types would you consider (check all that apply)? 

☐ Apartment 
☐ Townhome  
☐ Twin home  
☐ Single-family home 
☐ Manufactured home 
☐ Condominium 
☐ Senior Housing (Active 55+) 
☐ Assisted living 
 

14. What type of setting best fits your lifestyle and/or needs? 
☐ Downtown or walkable neighborhood 
☐ Residential neighborhood 
☐ Edge of town 
☐ Rural setting 
☐ No preference 
 

15. How many bedrooms would you need?  
☐ Studio 
☐ 1 
☐ 2 
☐ 3 
☐ 4+ 

 
 
 



 
 
16. What monthly housing payment would you be comfortable paying? 

☐ Under $750 
☐ $750 - 999 
☐ $1,000 - 1,249 
☐ $1,250 - 1,499 
☐ $1,500 - 1,749 
☐ $1,750 - 1,999 
☐ $2,000 - 2,499 
☐ $2,500+ 

 
17. What features are most important (check up to three)? 

☐ Garage  
☐ One-level living 
☐ Private entrance 
☐ Private yard  
☐ Pet-friendly 
☐ In-unit laundry 
☐ Newer or recently renovated 
☐ Energy efficient 
☐ Accessibility features (e.g. no-step entry, wider doorways, walk-in shower, grab bars, elevator) 
☐ Proximity to downtown/services 
☐ Proximity to parks/trails/green space 
☐ Low maintenance (e.g. snow removal/lawn care provided) 
☐ Outdoor storage 
☐ Onsite community space (e.g. lounge, recreation room, fitness equipment) 
☐ Home office/flexible workspace 

 
Section D: Final Thoughts 
18. Is there anything else you’d like the East Range communities to know about your housing needs or 
opportunities?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
19. Would you be interested in being contacted regarding future housing opportunities or related 
housing initiatives in the East Range? 
☐ No 
☐ Yes 
 
If yes, please provide your preferred contact information below: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Email: _______________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Completed paper surveys may be returned to your local City/Town Hall or emailed 
to theresa@northshoredevelopmentco.com.  
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